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At work on the Lentil Soup Works Railway

Change of Group Leader
Towards the end of last year Alan Millichamp rang me and explained that he was

considering stepping down from the post of Leader of the Mid Wales and Marches
Group and he asked if I would be prepared to take on the job. I told him that whilst I
was pleased that he considered me a suitable candidate 1 was not sure that I was the
right person so he agreed to ask for volunteers in the December 2007 issue of "The
Grail'. Surprise surprise! — no one volunteered so despite my reservations I am now
your esteemed Group Leader.

Alan is going to be a very hard act to follow but I will do my best and I am hoping
that the members of the Mid Wales and Marches Group will keep me up to date with
everything that is going on in our area of Garden Railways so that I have plenty to put
in 'The Grail' each quarter. | welcome any articles, letters, items for sale and items
wanted. T would particularly appreciate articles about your own garden railway and
photos ( digital or otherwise ) with or without an article as long as you also provide a
brief explanation of the photo. .My contact details are :-




IMPORTANT (Alan will not see this section in his newsletter )

In view of the work Alan has done for the Group and the Society over the years
it would be nice to mark his retirement from the Group Leader’s post in some
way and as he will be hosting an-open day on Sunday 29" June that would be an
ideal occasion on which to make some sort of presentation. My initial thoughts
were that we could each donate say £5 and that I could approach his wife Chris
to find out what gift he would most appreciate. Obviously some of you may want
to do your own thing and some of you may not know Alan well enough to want to
get involved which is fair enough but for those who think it is a good idea could I
ask you to give me a ring on

Around the shows

At Christmas I intended to visit all of the pre season shows but as it turned out I only
managed to get along to the 16mm show at Stoneleigh and to G Rail in Nottingham.
The 16mm show was a very popular show with all of the main dealers in evidence and
it was only by leaving my credit cards at home and restricting myself to the cash I had
taken that ] was able to keep my spending within reasonable bounds. It's funny but
even when you think you have all you need it only takes a show like the 16mm to
make you realise that there are in fact loads more bits & bobs which you desperately
need to make your railway more interesting and individual.

G Rail was a smaller but no less interesting show and I was easily able to curb my
spending on that day as I had agreed to assist Mike Goodwin with the running of his
portable layout ' The Lentil Soup Works Railway'. Both my son James and I spent the
day as Mike's apprentices loading lentils at the mines and transporting them to the
soup works. In the afternoon I took time out to attend the G Scale Society AGM
which was held in an adjoining room and the business was dealt with swiftly. The
current committee members were all voted back on unapposed and it was agreed that
the G Scale society subscriptions would remain unchanged for another year.




Mike Goodwin

The LSWR at G-rail 2008

A short account of the layouts visit to G-rail 2008

It started when I noticed a request by Martin Putman in the G scale society’s 2007
autumn journal. He wanted portable G scale Layouts for the 2008 G-rail.

After some careful deliberation and the obligatory consultation with the significant other
half. An E-mail was sent to Martin which offered the Lentil Soup Works Railway
(LSWR) as a possible exhibit and gave brief details.

In December I had an E-mail thanking me for the offer and to say the LSWR
would at this stage be included in the G-rail exhibits. Confirmation and other details
would be sent in the new year. The confirmation E-mail came halfway through March
and a further E-mail containing full details and passes etc arrived on the 22 April.

We usually use our camper van to transport the LSWR to an exhibition and G-rail
would be no exception. A camp site within easy reach of Harvey Hadden sports centre
was found and booked.

During the weeks immediately prior to G-rail the LSWR’s scenery, stock and
electrics were checked out and any problems rectified. A spare box was made up ‘just in
case’ and [ also recruited David and James Dowling to come and assist me in operating
the LSWR.

After lunch on Friday (25 April) we set off and reached the sports centre just after
four to find it a hive of activity as around 75% of G-rails Traders, Layouts and others
were all trying to ferry equipment stores in to the hall build their stands, obtain power
etc.

It took about an hour to set the LSWR up and have the trains, the lentil loading
cute, discharge bay and the sector plate all working. It was then on to the camp site was
reached around seven that evening.

At nine thirty on the 26" we returned to the sports centre which once again was
very chaotic every one putting the finishing touches to their stands etc. At ten David and
James arrived and familiarised themselves with the operations of LSWR. In what seemed
no time at all we were surrounded by members who seemed to have a never ending list of
questions. Lunch time seemed to fly by David and James went to the AGM whilst I
continued to operate the LSWR.

At around four we started to pack up by five we had loaded the van and were on
our way home.

It was a good show from the LSWR point of view no breakdowns or problems to
speak off, both David and James operated wonderfully all day and managed to answer
most of the questions asked !







