
Autumn 2022

Welcome to the Autumn edition of the GRail. What a fabulous summer we have had  
this year. I hope all your summer events/holidays went to plan and you got to run 
trains in the sunshine. Sadly we had no planned open days this year in our group but 
at least we still get to meet up at our monthly train meets.
As always I would like to thank those members that sent in Articles and pictures and 
please be assured they will be included in either this or future Grail’s.
If you have any train items for ‘Sale’ or ‘wants’. I would like to point out that any 
Sales between members are a private matter between the seller and buyer, and the 
GRail is only here to let members know what is being sold etc. If you do send in 
details of items for Sale I would be more than happy to put both parties in touch with 
each other at your request, or if the seller is happy to supply contact details I will 
include that in the sale details.
Although we have had no planned open days so far this year, if anyone would still 
like to have one before the winter arrives, please let me know in plenty of time so I 
can let members know well in advance.



The next planned club meets for the remainder of the year are a follows:

Saturday  12 November
Saturday  10 December

With regard to December and the Christmas period meet. As you know an email was 
put out to all on the possibility of having a buffet or hot food during our December 
meet. Chris Millichamp kindly offered her catering expertise and services which the 
majority of members gladly agreed with. From the replies I have received to date, we 
are looking at a turn out of 25-30 people on the 10th December. It should be a fun day 
with lots of trains running, with the added bonus of Chris’s cuisine to keep us going. 

Information

New club Layout

Since the last newsletter back in June some New Wood has been purchased
and Roy has kindly built the New corner Boards that would of joined up 
with Walters boards he kindly donated. Unfortunately some of Walters 
boards had warped during storage making it economically to expensive to 
rectify. Roy had kindly manufactured the new corner boards at home so we
did not have to deal with the amount of saw dust that would have been 
caused at the community centre. The remaining work still to do on the new
layout can  now be done by members at the club as and when the new store
room becomes available to us. We now have all the new wood required for
the new layout and plenty of Aristocraft track, so it is hoped that the old 
layout will continue to be used while the new one is being constructed.
Obviously the new layout will take time to complete but at least work has 
commenced. 
I would like to take this opportunity to apologise for maybe not going 
about the construction of the new layout in the proper manner, in so much 
as although a few conversations were had at club level with some members
I now know I should of put out the plans etc to a full members vote, 
especially for those members who may not of been present when 
discussions were had. A lack of club procedures and protocols was lacking 
on my behalf, and I will ensure this will not happen again ( I gave myself a
good talking too!!)



Please do remember that the present layout and new one is for all 
members, so everyone has the right get involved with ALL decisions.
It is also hoped that all members wishing to get involved in the 
construction of the new layout will do so what ever their level of expertise.

Previous club meet pictures    

 

 







Members Pictures & Projects

Sent in from Steve Thornhill:



At long last this little loco, finished earlier this year is fully working. 
Within the tiny bonnet are 4xAAA batteries, a small low voltage ESC 
from eBay, a switch, a red con twin aerial receiver and way, way to much 
wiring (something to be reviewed now it is all working). The magnets 
holding the bonnet cover on are straining somewhat…… but this tiny thing
is now radio controlled! The batteries must be 6v all the testing with 
rechargeable ones & LiPo has failed. The large silver switch on the chassis
for manual control can now be removed and the angled tension arm fitted 
instead. 

 The loco being 3D printed is very light with no space at all for weights. 
Despite being twin axle drive can manage about as much as the real thing 
i.e. 6 or so light tippers, 1 bogie wagon (WD D class) or 2-3 hoppers. But 
being twin drive means it WILL climb the spiral so that’s good news too. 
Happy harry the driver is customarily happy about the English climate and 
the open cab…….



Bole Laser kit Hunslet out on the line first time!!! The roundhouse chassis 
runs very smoothly and should pull a reasonable amount, time will tell. 
The lightweight body does not exactly match up to steel and brass 
roundhouse ones in weight terms. So far we have only tried a bit of track 
clearing and the long but low roofed van shown here. 

 It looks just the stocky general purpose loco I was after. It is finished in a 
military green so should be OK for dual use.

The brass headlight was got for another project but is so much better than 
the plastic one supplied I could not resist fitting it.

RHT train + a test not previously thought of…….. 

Rail Head Treatment train & ballasting (yet again)

After a short spell in the workshop for minor repairs, Criccieth 
Castle takes the service today. First up the brush wagon now fitted
with some new brushes to replace the worn out ones. Then the 
paraffin dribbler to clear the sandy grit from the rain head 
followed by the brake / mess van.  All worked well with the 
gravel being adequately distributed, although at times a large 
broom was deployed.

For the record after a charge with the smart delta peak charger, 
today overall she ran for 2 hours. Probably good for plenty more 
time but the weather closed in and the team retired to the pub.



Outer circuit done through the trees, only the long straight left to do. Inner circuit
in hand here. Now completed. Spiral has had some ballast laid but not as yet 
brushed into place.

Clyde testing the new ballast bed…………. for comfort level………. It passed.



GRail from Yesteryear

The following is a copy of the GRail put out to members from Alan during
the summer of 1999:











Sales & Wants

Just a reminder that if anyone has any train items for sale, or are looking 
for a particular item, please do let me know so I can let all our members 
know, either here in our GRail or via one off emails etc within our group. 

Wants

Wants I am personally looking for the outer case for the LGB Jumbo 10 
amp transformer. Sadly mine was damaged while in the post a few years 
ago. If anyone can help please get in touch: 07747148585 

Webmasters Report

Our website is at : http://gscalesociety-mwmgroup.co.uk/ Ian, our 
webmaster has added a new link to the Home page to make it easier to find
back copies of the GRAIL. Quite a number of back copies have been 
added lately but we are still missing some. If you have any copies of the 
GRAIL, either in paper or electronic form, dating before October 2013 
apart from December 2012, October 2012 and July 2012 , could you please
contact Ian either at the email address below or possibly at the clubroom. 
As we have a number of new members can I suggest that they take the 
time to visit the site which is there for MW&M group members to use as 
they wish to promote the G Scale cause and our group. We need more 
content on the site. This can be anything on the subject such as photos 
(with descriptions), articles about railways, railway tours or construction, 
ideas for railways, stock modifications, advice or experiences on any 
related subject etc. The possibilities are limitless. In the past a "For Sale" 
page has been suggested - would any of you be interested in that? The site 
can be easily expanded to accommodate anything you would like to see 
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included or offer for publication. 12 Sales & Wants Just a reminder that if 
anyone has any train items for sale, or are looking for a particular item, 
please do let me know so I can let all our members know, either here in our
GRail or via one off emails etc within our group. Wants I am personally 
looking for the outer case for the LGB Jumbo 10 amp transformer. Sadly 
mine was damaged while in the post a few years ago. If anyone can help 
please get in touch: 07747148585 If there is anyone who wants to have a 
complete site dedicated to them and their railway that's possible within the 
site as well. Any submissions or ideas for expanding and improving the 
site will be gratefully accepted. Feel free to comment on what's there 
already as well – It’s your site. Submissions in any format can be used. If 
you need any assistance getting material ready just ask. Please don't 
include personal details such as phone numbers or addresses. Use the site 
email address and any messages can be forwarded to you. Alternatively, a 
new email address can be easily created for your personal use. Ian Payne is
the coordinator and can be contacted from the website or direct at :  
ian.payne1@yahoo.co.uk

________________________________________

The ‘GRail’ is for all of our members to hopefully enjoy and contribute 
towards, so if anyone has anything relating to our club, hobby or has 
articles of ongoing projects relating to Garden Railways please let me 
know. As long as we have items of interest I am more than willing to put 
out the GRail on a regular basis for us all to enjoy. 

Kev Pullen….on behalf of the Mid Wales & Marches area group of the G 
Scale Society.

 And Finally :
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